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Aug. 25: In a meeting held in a San Salvador public park, discharged soldiers from the army,
National Guard and Treasury Police criticized government delays in delivering severance pay
and other benefits. In a statement broadcast by a local radio station, the group denounced that the
government and armed forces have "deceived" discharged soldiers regarding veteran benefits
promised to them. Aug. 27: Thousands of discharged government soldiers and demobilized FMLN
combatants marched jointly through the streets of San Salvador to demand government approval of
a law that would guarantee assistance for those left disabled by the war. The march was organized
jointly by the Association of Disabled Members of the Armed Forces (Asociacion de Lisiados de la
Fuerza Armada, ALFAES), made up of former army soldiers, and the Salvadoran Association of the
War Disabled and Handicapped (Asociacion Salvadorena de Lisiados y Discapacitados de Guerra,
ASALDIG), comprised of former rebels. ALFAES chief Carlos Batres reported the two groups have
presented a joint proposal to the legislature requesting training programs, housing, medical and
hospital assistance, and jobs for the disabled veterans of both sides. According to Batres, deputy
defense minister Gen. Orlando Zepeda accused the ALFAES members of being manipulated by
former rebels. In statements to reporters, Batres said, "General Zepeda told us that if we took
part in the demonstration we were traitors to the country and they would ignore us, but we have
become civilians again and we realize that those who protest in the streets are not traitors. All we
want is to be allowed to return to productive lives." A leader of ASALDIG said, "This is an historic
event not only for the wounded but for all of society...We used to be on opposite sides, but now we
realize that we are only Salvadorans with the same problems." Aug. 28: Ricardo Gomez, director
of Salvadoran news agency Salpress, reported the agency has been receiving threatening phone
calls. Gomez said agency staff members fear a repeat of the July 2 attack against the Salpress locale,
which resulted in extensive destruction of files and equipment. Aug. 31: In a communique, the
Ad Hoc Commission reported that UN Secretary General Butros Butros Ghali had prolonged the
commission's mandate to Sept. 22, following consultations with the government and the FMLN, in
order to give commission members more time to finish their report. The report, which is to contain
recommendations for purges of armed forces members, was originally scheduled for completion
by Aug. 19. In Santa Tecla, the first 621 cadets were admitted to the new Public Security Academy.
The cadets will become the first members of the new National Civil Police (PNC). During the official
opening ceremony, academy director Mario Bolanos said the institution would "turn out police with
a true dedication to serve the community and respect the law and human rights." (Sources: Notimex,
08/25/92; Associated Press, 08/27/92; Agence France-Presse, 08/27/92, 08/28/92, 08/31/92)
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